Comprehensive Review & Analysis
Information/Data to Include
Section 3 – State Service System and Trends 

Part A. Prevalence of DD in the State.
· Provide the estimated number.

· Provide details of how the estimate was created.

Part B. Environmental Factors Affecting Services

Environmental Factors Affecting Services.  Describe how economic, social, political, and litigative factors affect persons with developmental disabilities and their families in the State.
Topic I

Economic (useful data points & information) – 

Poverty rates, for both people with and without disabilities – 

Examples - 

· Are people with disabilities more likely to live in poverty that people without?

· What percent of people with disabilities in the state live in poverty?

· How many people in the state are there living in poverty?

Salary and wages –

Examples - 

· What is the state’s per capita income/per capita personal income/average household income?

· What are DSP wages in the state?

· What are the income rates for people with disabilities in the state?

SSI/SSDI data

Example – 

· Look at trend data in this area.

Workforce trends – 

Example – 

· Are providers able to maintain a stable workforce?

· Can providers compete with wages in other industries?

· Has legislation in the state to secure competitive wages for DSPs been introduced, if introduced, successfully passed?

· State ranking in workforce education?

· Is there a shortage of teachers and teacher aides in the state, and does that affect the workforce or wages?

· Is there a labor shortage in the state? In any particular sectors/industries?

· How does WIA impact economics (employment) of people with disabilities in the state? What role does the Department of Labor and Workforce Development play? What role do Career Centers in the state play?

· What is the role of the Department of Economic and Community Development in the state, especially in regard to employment of people with disabilities?

· Information from and about Department of Rehabilitation Services/Vocational Rehabilitation in the state.

· Are career options limited for either group?

Revenue structure –

Examples – 

· Is the state’s revenue structure able to fund sufficient services to meet people’s needs?

· How much does the state spend for public health?, welfare, Medicaid, mental health?

· How has the economic downturn affected the state, and especially the service system?

Employment/Unemployment rates – 

Examples – 

· Do significant differences exist in employment rates of people with and without disabilities in the state?
· Percent of people in state with disabilities who were employed?

· State ranking in average hourly earnings?

· How does access to health care affect the economy?

· Is the state a Medicaid Buy-In state? Does that effect employment at all?

· What is the state’s unemployment rate?

Miscellaneous information for this section – 

Examples - 

· Number of counties in state?

· How is state “divided up”? For example, TN. has three grand regions, and 9 development districts.

· What are the major urban cities?

· What has the states economy historically depended on?  For example, in TN., it is agriculture.

· Discuss the state’s largest industry groups.

· How are those industries doing or are they changing?

· Share any unforeseen economic impacts, like Katrina in 2005, and the flooding in Tennessee in 2010.

Topic II

Social (useful data points and information) – 

Families –
Examples -  
· Data on the make-up of the family in the state, both families with and without a member with a disability.

· Changing structure of the family in the state.

Racial and ethnic data – 

Examples - 

· Information and data about state’s ethnic and racial composition.

· Any interesting “growth statistics” for the state?  For example, in 2006, TN had a rather large growth in the Hispanic community, and we are projecting a growth in the Kurdish community for the new state plan. These types of “growth statistics” can be in any number of areas, find and analyze them whenever possible.
· Data on the cultural diversity of the state.

Schools – 

Examples – 

· Drop out rates? Higher for any particular group?

· Special Education data?

· Any “report card” data for Special and General Education?

· Number of students in Special Education?

· Graduation rates and types of degrees earned in Special Education? Highlight ramifications for going on to a Post Secondary Education experience, or for going through a Career Center, etc.

Population Trend data – 

Examples – 

· Any interesting trends in the aging community?

State Trend Issues Impacting the Social Environment – 

Examples – 

· Data on total population.

· Discuss accessible transportation picture in state.
· Discuss accessible, integrated recreational and leisure activities situation in the state.

· Is the state I/DD agency using anything like Person Centered Planning to improve system?  If yes, could mention.

· Is there awareness of disability issues in the community?  What is the impact?

· What are the “service principles” that guide the state’s service system?  Discuss that.

· Is there a strong state level self advocacy organization?  What is its’ role and impact?  What is the local network of self advocacy organizations like in the state?

· How has self determination been implemented in the state service system?

· Do people with disabilities serve on state advisory, planning, and policy boards? If yes, describe their role and impact?

· What are community attitudes like toward people with disabilities?

· Describe community capacity to embrace disability? 

· Any data on the living conditions of people with disabilities in the state.

Topic III

Political (useful data points and information)
Discuss the political environment in the state. How does it impact the service system and state department budgets? - 

Examples - 

· Change in administration/leadership, such as in the administrative or legislative branches of government?

· Any significant governmental structure changes?

· Any significant new legislation in the state that impact the I/DD field?

· Discuss trends in funding of services.

· Is there an institutional bias in the state? If yes, discuss. What is the nursing home industry influence? What has happened with ICFs/MR in the state…any new legislation passed? What did it do?
· Data on state ranking in I/DD service system community placements. Example, State YY ranks 48th in serving people with I/DD in community settings…then tie that data to the political environment.

· Data on state ranking with regard to people with I/DD in nursing homes?

Topic IV

Litigative (useful information)
Update the status of all lawsuits affecting people with I/DD and/or the service system from birth to the aging community -

Examples – 

· Waiting list lawsuits

· Service system lawsuits, settlement agreements, consent decrees, remedial orders.

Part C. The State Service System

Service System Topics 

The State Service System.  Provide a summary of the results of the Council’s review and analysis of the State service system for people with developmental disabilities.  Include reference to relevant interagency initiatives and any specific eligibility barriers to services.
There can be a number of topics. These topics are based on the issues that rise to the highest level as the needs of people with I/DD and their families and gaps in the service system are reviewed and analyzed.

Might want to include data from state needs assessment data and information collected in this section. Quotes from  people with I/DD and their families from the needs assessments information collected are very powerful and illustrative of the point being made or issue being highlighted. 
Examples of topics – 

· Institutional bias and its impact on the service system. Community based versus facility based services.

· Direct support professional issues impacting the service system.

· Interagency initiatives.

· Aging and disability community and service needs.

· Education system and child development.
· Health care and Medicaid cuts.

· Employment outcomes for people with i/DD.

· Homeownership and accessibility.

· Transportation issues.

· Funding and revenue.

· Self-advocacy

· Long term care/community alternatives

· Gaps in services

· People with I/DD in mental health institutes

· No centralized disability policy

Part D. The State Service System

Community Services and Opportunities
Community Services and Opportunities.  Provide a summary of the extent to which community services and opportunities related to the areas of emphasis directly benefit individuals with developmental disabilities.  Include information on assistive technology/services and rehabilitation technology, current resources and projected availability of future resources to fund services, and health care and other supports and services received in ICFs/MR and through HCBS Waivers.
Might want to create an introduction that serves as an overview of the overall status of service system. It would hopefully set the tone for the rest of the information to come.
Include data from both state agencies and community based agencies/programs.

Last plan collected data from the following state agencies:

· Tennessee Technology Access Program

· Department of Education, Division of Special Education, and TEIS (Tennessee Early Intervention System)
· Department of Intellectual Disabilities Services (provides community based services to people with I/DD) (DIDS)
· Department of Humans Services: Commission on the Deaf and Hard of Hearing, Division of Vocational Rehabilitation

· Bureau of Alcohol and Drug Abuse

· Tennessee Housing Development Agency

· Department of Mental Health and Developmental Disabilities

· Commission on Aging and Disability

· Department of Health, Children’s Special Services, and Maternal and Child Health Section
· Bureau of TennCare

· Family Support Council (state dollar funded service program)

· Department of Labor and Workforce Development

· Department of Economic and Community Development

· Department of Transportation

· Department of Children’s Services

· Commission on Children and Youth

· Department of Environment and Conservation

Collected information from the following community groups:

· People First of Tennessee

· The Arc of Tennessee

· A large list of ADVOCACY organizations

· The mailing list for Breaking Ground, our Council magazine

· All Partners in POlicmaking and Youth Leadership Forum graduates

· All past and current grantees
· Tennessee Disability Coalition

· TNCO – provider association in the state

· DSPAT – direct support professional organization in the state

· P&A agency

· UCEDD

· State disability information and referral office

· ILCs and SILC

· Family Voices of Tennessee 

· Traumatic Brain Injury Program

· Career Centers

· Tennessee Respite Coalition

Last plan collected data on the following topics for this section:

· Access to services

· Barriers to receiving services

· Collaborations

· Interagency agreements

· Assistive technology
· CMS reviews

· ICF/MR reports, adequacy of services
· DIDS community services, waiting lists, budget, public institution services and reviews

· DMHDD recovery unit

· Differences in access to services in rural versus urban settings

· Status of DSP workforce in state, and impact on service system
· Impact of economic downturn on I/DD services
· I&R most requested services

· Services provided by state agencies

· Family Support – service most often paid for by Family Support money, and satisfaction survey results

· DSP wage and retention data

· Community alternatives to institutionalization

· All Waivers offered in state

· Employment

· What’s working in the state, and what is not

· Greatest need in state

· Gaps in services

· Indicators that services are improving

· Underserved and unserved groups

· Adequacy of current resources and projected availability of future resources to fund services for people with developmental disabilities
· Waiting list numbers

· Adequacy of health care

· Departmental budget information

· Number of people served

· Program definitions of disability

· Program eligibility

· DD Network activities

· Status of services to children and youth in the state

· Status of Special Education and TEIS services

Part E. The State Service System

Waiting Lists

Collect waiting list data and describe the various waiting lists for people with I/DD.
Part F. The State Service System

Unserved and Underserved Groups
1.
List and describe racial/ethnic groups that may be unserved/underserved, and describe the barriers to their receipt of service and supports.

Example – 

· Hispanic

· Asian

· American Indian

· Kurds

2.
List and describe any other unserved/underserved group(s) and describe the barriers that impeded full participation of this group(s).

Example – 

· People with and without disabilities living in rural areas

· People with DD other than MR

· Persons without advocates or who are unable to pursue their own services

· People who do not have access to healthcare

· Offenders with DD
Part G. The State Service System

Rational for Goal Selection

Provide rationale for goals related to advocacy, capacity building, and systemic change to be undertaken by the Council.
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